
1 AIANEA National Council Meeting Minutes, July 2015 

 

 

 
 

AIANEA National Council Teleconference Minutes 
Monday, July 6, 2015 
12:00 pm Pacific, 1:00 pm Mountain, 2:00 pm Central, 3:00 pm Eastern 

 

 
 

Council Members & Guests Attending: 
President 
Steve Durgin, Washington DC 

 

1st Vice President 
Athena Pratt, California 

 

Secretary 
Melissa Sturdivant, Texas 
 

 
 
 

 
Treasurer 
Bill Parrish, Pennsylvania 

 

Northern Plains Regional Representative 
Cameron Clark, Wyoming 

 

Midwest Regional Representative 
Debe Walchuk, Minnesota 
 

West Regional Representative 
Susan Looper, Nevada 
 

 
Guests Attending:  
None

 
Past Presidents Attending:  

      Herb Webb, Montana

 
Meeting Minutes: 
a. Following some technical difficulties with the conference call, the meeting was called to order at 2:15 pm (Central) 

by Steve Durgin, President.  
 

b. Steve took roll call of those attending the meeting.  No quorum was achieved initially so business for the Council 
was limited until later in the teleconference.  Discussions followed regarding the situation of there being no quorum 
and this being the third meeting in a row which this has occurred.  Steve discussed the idea of sending a reminder 
prior to the meeting occurring to make sure people are aware of the meeting. 

 

c. Review of action items from past meetings or those currently on the Registry. 
Facilitator – Melissa Sturdivant 

1. ACTION ITEM:  (carried forward from 2014) Steve and Melissa will research the process to determine the course of 

action needed to fill the East Region RTCAC position upon the retirement of John McCoy later in the year (Oct 15).  
Steve reported that the Bulletin provides the guidance for this process, and also that the same process which was just 
completed for filling of the West Region RTCAC position and Alternate will be conducted for those positions that are 
coming vacant this year.  Discussions followed.  This item needs to be looked at to determine the status is the Central 
Region RTCAC representation and filling of the East Region position.  5/15 update: Steve reported that he needs to 
follow-up on this and the Central position, too.  Deb reported that Jennifer Dubendorf was very active and working with 
the Central Regional Conservationist, and is now the Assistant State Conservationist for Operations, etc. in Minnesota, 
and that she might be helpful with getting some information.  Steve will check on the Central Region RTCAC position as 
well and hopes to have these positions advertised by the fall.   
 

Discussions followed:  Steve reported that he had talked with Deb Walchuk regarding the status of the Central 
Region’s RTCAC and that Dave Wise is the current representative.  Steve also reported that this position is due to expire 
this year.  Steve reported that the West Region RTCAC is planning a meeting this August, and he anticipates that the 
committees will be more active in the near future.  For the West RTCAC, Susan will be attending as Noller has a conflict 
in scheduling and cannot attend.  Deb was working with her new SC in trying to get some information about the Central 
Region’s RTCAC and its structure.   

 

7/6 Update: This action item is completed; however, Steve reported that he and Melissa will prepare a call for 



2 AIANEA National Council Meeting Minutes, July 2015 

nominations for both the East and Central region’s RTCAC positions and distribute this to the Association membership so 
that this process can be initiated. 

2. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will get in touch with Sharyn Alvarez regarding sending out a National Bulletin about the

professional employee’s association, like the AIANEA, informing people how to join and the benefit of joining an
employee’s association.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that he is still working on this, and he is waiting until Sharyn is done
working with the upcoming WiN and APIO conference planned for early August.

3. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will send the information about the project that Rick Chavez is working on showcasing the

American Indian and Alaska Native employees of NRCS.  6/17 Update:  Steve reported that Melissa had prepared a flyer
but he was trying to get a vote from the Council to participate in this or not.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that he will
follow up with those who did not vote, and his email was dated June 18.  When a quorum was achieved, this item was
approved to be disseminated to the membership.

4. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will forward to the National Council information about the reimbursement request submitted by
Melissa Sturdivant to assist with Elder travel for a recent AI youth educational program.  7/6 Update:  An email was
distributed on June 18th, but he was still awaiting voting by a few members.  When a quorum was achieved, this item was
approved.

5. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will notify the Regional Conservationists and State Conservationists by email about the

Association’s National Council and employee representatives, and identify others who may be communicating in their
respective regions.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that this was completed and emails were sent to all of the RCs and SCs.
Steve added that he did receive positive responses from the RCs about him providing this information.  Steve thanked
Susan for suggesting that we notify NRCS of the National Council leadership.

6. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will assist Cassius Spears with a technical assistance request from a tribal member located in

Maine.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that this was accomplished and the NRCS staff in Maine offered to assist with the
GIS project for the tribal efforts.  Steve added that the response from the SC in Maine was positive.

7. ACTION ITEM:  Susan will forward to Steve the information regarding Deborah Clairmont and the leave donation
request.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that he had received the information from Susan, and has forwarded it to Yvette
which was then distributed to the AIANEA membership on June 19.

8. ACTION ITEM: Athena agreed to continue her work in developing the Elder Mentoring Program for NRCS employees,

and Athena agreed to continue to do this.  Steve recommended that Athena contact the Elder Committee and the
Visioning Committee.

d. Athena joined the teleconference.  A quorum was achieved with Herb Webb sitting in for the 2nd Vice President,
and business before the National Council could be conducted as planned.

e. Review and approval of minutes for the National Council meetings conducted on April 6, May 15, and June 17, 2015.
Facilitator – Melissa Sturdivant

Both Melissa and Steve thanked Susan Looper for recording the minutes for the June meeting in Melissa’s
absence.

The minutes from April and May were previously reviewed and distributed to the Council.  No corrections were
noted.  Melissa provided a brief summation of what occurred during the meeting in June.

Motion to approve the minutes for the National Council meetings conducted in April, May and June as presented:
Herb Webb
2nd Motion: Susan Looper
Being no corrections or changes noted, all voted in favor and with no votes opposed, the minutes were approved.

f. With a quorum present, the following items which have been pending were voted on and disposition was closed.
1. Vote to approve AIANEA’s participation with the project that Rick Chavez is working on showcasing the

American Indian and Alaska Native employees of NRCS.  Vote to approve distributing the flyer that Melissa
created.

Motion to approve the distribution of the Who’s Who flyer to our membership: Herb Webb
2nd Motion: Debe Walchuk
All voted in favor and with no votes opposed, the flyer was approved to be forwarded to our membership.

2. Vote to approve the reimbursement of monies to Melissa Sturdivant for costs incurred for Elder travel in support
of an educational program.

Motion to approve the reimbursement of monies to Melissa Sturdivant: Susan Looper
2nd Motion: Herb Webb
All voted in favor and with no votes opposed, the reimbursement was approved.
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3. Vote to approve the purchase of a copy of the cookbook for each of the Elders and/or their family members.
Melissa explained that this request was brought forth to the Elder’s Committee during their last committee
meeting.  Melissa stated that 12 copies of the book would need to be purchased at $51 each with a total of
about $60 each to include shipping expenses.

Motion to approve the purchase of a copy of the cookbook for each of the Elders and/or family: Debe Walchuk
2nd Motion: Susan Looper
All voted in favor and with no votes opposed, the proposal was approved to purchase a copy of the cookbook
for each of the Elders and/or their families.

Discussions followed.  Steve suggested that a letter be written to enclose with the copy of the book.  Herb
suggested that we work to include the Elders Committee or the Council, but try to do this electronically or
otherwise, it’ll take a year to gather all of the signatures for each letter.

g. Treasurer’s Report.
Facilitator – Bill Parrish

1. Bill reported the following account balance:
$ 24,058.14 in Wells Fargo checking

2. Steve provided an update on the payment of registration fees from the national training which was conducted
and also wanted to discuss the one outstanding payment.

Discussions followed regarding the payment of registrations and guests of those attending the National Training
conducted in Alabama.  It was suggested by Herb that because a NHQ staff member was speaking and
attending on behalf of the Chief, the registration should be waived.  Travel was incurred and is the responsibility
of Mr. Tillman, but the registration fee will be waived.

Motion to waive the registration fee for Mr. James Tillman to attend and speak at the event: Herb Webb
2nd Motion: Susan Looper
All voted in favor and with no votes opposed, the registration for this individual was waived.

h. Athena left the teleconference.  A quorum was no longer present during the meeting; therefore, no other business
could be conducted which required a vote of the National Council.

i. President’s Update.
Facilitator – Steve Durgin
Steve had no new items to report at this time.

j. National AIAN Special Emphasis Program Manager (SEPM) Report.
Facilitator – Deborah Clairmont
Deborah has been ill and was not able to attend the meeting.

k. Regional Representatives’ Reports.
Facilitators – Steve Durgin & Regional Representatives
1. Northern Plains Region, Cameron Clark

Cameron discussed the following:
a) Cameron continues to work on updating the master listing as part of the database development.  He asked

for feedback about the handling of updates, and if emails should be sent to notify people that an update
has occurred.  Discussions followed.  Steve suggested adding a column that could hold the older email
and leave a current email as a placeholder while the database is in development.  Steve offered to look at
the current work and see about starting the Access database conversion process.

b) Steve commented that we need to continue working to determine the use of the database and how this
information will be shared.  This ties into the communications committee’s work as we try to keep people
informed and trying to develop means to keep the database information current and accessible.

2. Midwest Region, Deb Walchuk
a) Draft minutes of the May 2015 AIANEA National Council teleconference were sent out to members in the

Midwest Region on June 17, 2015.

b) News and updates were requested from Midwest members.  News was provided from Tanya Meyer-
Dideriksen and she indicated that Iowa leadership is in the process of developing an updated agreement
with the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa (Meskwaki Nation) for an NRCS Soil Conservationist
to be stationed at the service center, but to prioritize at least 50% of their time to tribal natural resource
needs.  Tanya indicated that she was not sure when that position will be filled, and further reported that
we’ve had someone in that position off and on since around 2002 but it has been vacant now for a couple

ACTION ITEM:  Melissa will purchase 12 cookbooks that will be presented to the Elders.
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of years.  Additionally, the RC&D that covers tribal land continued to exist after the elimination of the 
RC&D Coordinator position (which was Tanya) and has developed a very successful relationship to assist 
the tribe with their local and traditional food needs and also small business development related to local 
foods. 

c) Deb continues to work with Cameron to update the Midwest Region contact information.   This updated
information was facilitated by several undeliverable e-mail notifications received in response to the e-
mailing of the May minutes.

d) Replied affirmatively to Steve Durgin’s e-mail dated 6/18/2015 to reimburse Melissa for her payment of
Elder Ted Herrera’s travel expenses associated with the educational program for youth.

e) Deb will be presenting NRCS information at a convening of the First Nations Development Institute on
Wednesday, July 8, 2015 regarding “Food as economic development in Minnesota native Communities” at
Mystic Lake, Shakopee, MN.

f) Deb reported the following activity from the recently-held Society of American Indian Government
Employees (SAIGE) Conference:
1) NRCS agency award accepted by Ron Harris;
2) Millie Titla received individual award;
3) Debe Walchuk delivered closing comments for the USDA session; and,
4) Debe Walchuk delivered a presentation for the Natural Resources track at the conference.

g) The National Congress of the American Indian (NCAI) Mid-Year Conference was held in St. Paul June 28
– July 1.  The USDA Office of Tribal Relations held a ONE USDA side meeting Tuesday, June 30th during
this event.   

Herb commented that he had forwarded photos of the award presentations from the event.  Steve asked if 
there were write-ups for these awards so that we can distribute this information to our membership. Herb 
stated that he understood that Barry Hamilton was preparing this for distribution, especially for the USDA Bog.  
Herb said that he would follow-up with Barry to see about the status of the news release for the awards. 

ACTION ITEM:  Herb Webb will contact Barry Hamilton to determine if a news release was prepared to 
highlight the awards presented to Millie Titla and NRCS at the recent SAIGE Conference. 

3. West Region, Susan Looper
a) UPDATING West Region Membership List and working with Cameron in updating this information in the

database.
1) 2 Members from the Northern Plains (Allen Maez, CO) & East (Amy Fischer (CT) were found on the

WEST list. I will update that information with Cameron;
2) I will be adding all Tribal Liaisons, updating SEPM, and STC to the distribution list;
3) I finally have created an Outlook email distribution list and will be communicating by blind copying the

members. I will be encouraging participants to share stories or events happening in their respective
tribal communities, along with issues and concerns.

4) Discovered that HI has no names on the list. The HI STC will be added to the distribution list.
5) Discovered there is only one name listed for the Pacific Basin territory.
6) I will provide all updates for the West Region to Cameron Clark for Master List.

b) July Tribal events hosted in Nevada include:
1) July 4th Rodeo and Pow Wow at Duck Valley Reservation, Oywhee, NV
2) July 17-19th 7th Annual Sacred Visions Powwow hosted by the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe in

Wadsworth NV (Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation)
3) July 24-26th Ely Shoshone Tribe Fandango
4) July 25-26th Pyramid Lake Junior Rodeo

c) I will be forwarding the AIANEA Meeting Minutes to the West AIANEA membership.

d) I will be attending the upcoming Regional Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting scheduled in
Anchorage, AK on August 3-5th as the Alternate West Regional Representative because Noller Herbert is
unable to attend the meeting.

l. National Tribal Liaison Officer Report
Facilitator – Barry Hamilton
No report.
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m. Committee Reports 
Facilitator – Steve Durgin & Committee Chairs/Representatives 
The following committee reports were provided: 
1. Elders’ Committee, Tanya Meyer-Dideriksen 

Elder interviews are still being conducted.  This is a time-consuming process and interviewers are now aiming 
to complete their first drafts in July.  The week of June 15, Tanya, Gina and Melissa were all at the Working 
Effectively with American Indians (WEWAI) training in Colorado so we were able to talk a lot with Elder 
Norman Lopez and get some good photos to be used in the book.  Allen Maez will still be doing a formal 
interview.  The committee’s next teleconference is scheduled for July 16.  At that time, each interviewer will 
provide a report on the status of their Elder interview and the first draft document. 

 

2. Awards Committee, Herb Webb 
No items to report. 
 

3. Cookbook Committee, Melissa Sturdivant 
Melissa indicated that she placed another order and had it shipped directly from the publisher.  Melissa 
reported that she recently updated our accounting information with the publisher.  She reported that she has 
been placing orders and shipping directly to the individual versus having the book shipped to her and then 
Melissa mailing the item.  She reported that the costs are comparable and it is saving some time in the 
ordering process.  Melissa reported that she pays for these orders and then submits a reimbursement 
request to Pam for the order. 
 

Melissa reported that during the recent WEWAI training held at the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe in Colorado, that 
they were presented a copy of the Association’s cookbook. 

 

4. Bylaws Committee, Carol Crouch 
Carol was not on the teleconference, but Steve and Melissa provided an update of current work.  They 
indicated that review of the current bylaws is underway.  Steve wants to make sure that the information 
about the civil right policy statement as discussed during the last National Council meeting be addressed 
during this review and included with any revision of our Bylaws.  Melissa reported that she had re-forwarded 
the most recent Bylaws and amended copies to the committee members to make sure they had this 
information. 

 

5. Database Committee, Cameron Clark 
This information was discussed during the teleconference.  Cameron and Steve will continue to work to 
review where this project is at present. 

 

n. New business: 
1. Cameron asked about our teleconference schedule for the meetings.  He offered to send reminders to the 

representatives.  Melissa reported that David Elliott is on detail and Debbie Henry is filling in for him during his 
absence. 
 

2. Melissa reminded Steve about the Elders’ Committee’s request before the National Council to purchase a copy 
of the cookbook for each of the Elders and /or their families.  This item was overlooked at the previous meeting 
but addressed as a new business item during this meeting, and was voted on earlier when a quorum was 
present. 

 

o. Review of Action Items from current meeting: 
1. ACTION ITEM:  Steve and Melissa will prepare a call for nominations for both the East and Central Region’s 

RTCAC positions and distribute this to the Association membership so that this process can be initiated to 
select a Representative and an Alternate Representative to the RTCACs. 

 

2. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will work with Tanya to draft a letter that will be included with the presentation of the 
AIANEA’s cookbook to each of the Elders and/or their family members. 

 

3. ACTION ITEM:  Melissa will order 12 AIANEA Cookbooks so that they can be presented to the Elders 
and/or their families. 

 

4. ACTION ITEM:  Herb Webb will contact Barry Hamilton to determine if a news release was prepared to 
highlight the awards presented to Millie Titla and NRCS at the recent SAIGE Conference. 

 

5. ACTION ITEM:  Steve will get in touch with Sharyn Alvarez regarding sending out a National Bulletin about 
the professional employee’s association, like the AIANEA, informing people how to join and the benefit of 
joining an employee’s association.  7/6 Update:  Steve reported that he is still working on this, and he 
waiting until Sharyn is done working with the upcoming WiN and APIO conference planned for early August. 
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p. Closing thoughts & comments. Steve commented and summarized the actions taken during the meeting.  He
added that we need to get the communications committee work updated to include the webpage and the
newsletter, and we need to help Yvette with her work.

Melissa asked about using some of the information being captured on the USDA Blog in part of our communication
efforts.  Discussions followed.  Herb added that we can re-blog or re-post something and be within the copyright
guidelines as most of the information is in the public domain and as long as copyright credit is cited appropriately.

Steve commented that we need to be thinking long-term, especially about our next national training as this
planning process will begin soon.

Susan indicated that Deborah Clairmont just sent a note that she has been sent home for more recovery time.

q. Adjourn – Steve extended his appreciation for all the work our members continue to do, for those members and
committee chairs attending,  and with no further business, he adjourned the National Council meeting at 3:40
pm, Central.

2 attachments 
A. 2015 Action Item Registry 
B. National Council 7 6 15 Meeting Agenda 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Melissa Sturdivant, AIANEA National Council Secretary. Please respond to 
melissa.sturdivant@tx.usda.gov with comments or corrections. 

mailto:melissa.sturdivant@tx.usda.gov
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2015 AIANEA National Council ACTION ITEMS Registry Date: July 30, 2015 

Date 
Initiated 

Action Item Description 
Person(s) 

Responsible 
Disposition 

Date 
Reference 
Document 

ACTION ITEMS – PENDING 

7/6/2015 
Steve and Melissa will prepare a call for nominations for both the East and Central Region’s RTCAC 
positions and distribute this to the Association membership so that this process can be initiated to select 
a Representative and an Alternate Representative to the RTCACs. 

S. Durgin & M. Sturdivant 

7/6/2015 
Steve will work with Tanya to draft a letter that will be included with the presentation of the AIANEA’s 
cookbook to each of the Elders and/or their family members. 

S. Durgin & 
T. Meyer- Dideriksen 

7/6/2015 Melissa will order 12 cookbooks to be presented to the Elders and/or their families. M. Sturdivant 

7/6/2015 
Herb Webb will contact Barry Hamilton to determine if a news release was prepared to highlight the 
awards presented to Millie Titla and NRCS at the recent SAIGE Conference. 

H. Webb 

5/15/2015 Steve will get in touch with Sharyn Alvarez regarding sending out a National Bulletin   
  about the professional employee’s association. 

S. Durgin 

ATTACHMENT A 
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2015 AIANEA National Council ACTION ITEMS Registry 

Date 
Initiated 

Action Item Description 
Person(s) 

Responsible 
Disposition 

Date 
Reference 
Document 

ACTION ITEMS – COMPLETED 

6/17/2015 

Steve will send out an email for Council to vote on the matter of the Association reimbursing Melissa $500.00 
out-of-pocket travel expenses she paid to Elder Ted Herrera when he helped her conduct education outreach 
to AIAN youth.  7/6/15 Update: voted on during National Council meeting. 

S. Durgin 7/6/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 

Minutes, July 2015 

6/17/2015 

Steve will be notifying all the State Conservationists and Regional Conservationist by email about who was 
currently on the Council, and who would be sending out emails and making other communications in their 
respective regions. 

S. Durgin 7/6/2015 
President’s Report in Nat’l 
Council Minutes, July 2015 

6/17/2015 Steve will work with Cassius to direct Maine Tribal member to Maine NRCS staff. S. Durgin 7/6/2015 
Emails dtd 7/6/2015, and 
President’s Report in Nat’l 
Council Minutes, July 2015 

6/17/2015 

Susan will forward Steve the information regarding Deborah Clairmont and the Voluntary Leave Donation 
Program. Steve will send the information out to the Association for those who want to donate leave for 
Deborah’s medical needs. 

S. Looper 7/6/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council Minutes 

July 2015 

5/15/2015 

Steve will send the information that Rick Chavez is working on to Melissa.  Melissa will prepare an 
informational flyer and then send it to the membership to see if anyone is interested in participating in the 
project.  7/6/15 Update: Melissa created the flyer, and it was distributed to Council members; voted on during 
National Council meeting. 

S. Durgin & 
M. Sturdivant 

7/6/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council Minutes 

July 2015 

4/6/2015 
Melissa will make sure the notice regarding Sarah Bridges is distributed.  5/15 update: Melissa reported that 
this information was distributed by Yvette to the membership. 

M. Sturdivant & 
Y. Dulle 

5/15/2015 Email dtd 4/10/2015 (YD) 

4/6/2015 
Melissa will forward to the National Council a copy of the latest Bylaws.  5/15 update: Melissa reported that 
the Bylaws were forwarded to the members of the National Council. 

M. Sturdivant 5/15/2015 Email dtd 4/20/2015 (MS) 

4/6/2015 

Cameron will forward a member listing to each Regional Representative and the National Council.  5/15/ 
update:  Melissa reported that Cameron had reported that he done this.  Deb reported that she is working with 
Cameron and is emailing members in her region.  Steve added that there are several lists being developed to 
help develop the database; however, he reported that we are sensitive to personal information being 
distributed, and we have several lists in development.  He added that eventually, we may have a more public list 
available to the Association.  Deb asked if she should be sharing Association minutes with non-members, and 
Steve indicated that this was fine.  But, he added that member listings should not be distributed at present. 

C. Clark 5/15/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 
Minutes, May 2015,  

Regional Rep Report (CC) 
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3/2/2015 

Gina and Steve will meet to discuss the effort to build and further develop the Communications Committee.  
5/15 update: Steve reported that Gina, Steve, Yvette and Melissa met to discuss some planning for the 
membership committee and Gina has the lead for working on this. 

S. Durgin & 
G. Kerzman 

5/15/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 

Minutes, May 2015 

3/2/2015 

Steve will visit with Carol about the Bylaws review process and review what is needed to be accomplished by 
the Committee.  Melissa reported that Steve had indicated that he is working to schedule a meeting with Carol.  
While in Oklahoma on his travel, he hopes to meet with Carol and review what needs to be done.  Carol added 
that she hopes to meet with Steve tomorrow and get the committee work started.  5/15 update: Carol has the 
committee information and is beginning her work with this committee. 

S. Durgin & 
C. Crouch 

5/15//2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 

Minutes, May 2015 

2/3/2015 

Steve and Melissa will research the process to determine the course of action needed to fill the East Region 
RTCAC position upon the retirement of John McCoy later in the year (Oct 15). 
3.2.15–Steve reported that the Bulletin provides the guidance for this process, and also that the same process 
which was just completed for filling of the West Region RTCAC position and Alternate will be conducted for 
those positions that are coming vacant this year.  This item needs to be looked at to determine the status is the 
Central Region RTCAC representation and filling of the East Region position.  6.17.15 - Steve stated that David 
Elliot would be the interim Central Regional Representative, but that the East Region RTCAC position would be 
vacant soon too. Steve felt that the Association would have a better idea about filling these two positions over 
the next few months, and prepare to fill the positions in the fall. CARRIED FORWARD FROM 2014 REGISTRY 

S. Durgin & 
M. Sturdivant 

6/17/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 
Minutes, June 2015,  

Pres Report (SD) 

1/20/2015 

Steve and Melissa will work to get award notifications distributed to award recipients and supervisors. 
1.3.15 2.3.15–Melissa reported that she gathered the contact information and addresses and forwarded this to Steve.  

3.2.15–Steve reported that he is still working on this.  6.17.15 – Steve reported that this was completed and all 
personnel and their respective State Conservationists received their award notifications.  CARRIED FORWARD 
FROM 2014 REGISTRY 

S. Durgin & 
M. Sturdivant 

6/17/2015 
AIANEA Nat’l Council 
Minutes, June 2015,  

Pres Report (SD) 

REFERENCE DOCUMENTATION 
 “AIANEA” indicates emails which were forwarded from the AIANEA Membership email account maintained by Y. Dulle.
 “Nat’l Council Mtg Minutes” for the respective month when disposition was reported/recorded. 

Initials indicate the principal individual. 
o AP – Athena Pratt 
o CC – Cameron Clark 
o DCC – Dr. Carol Crouch 

o GK – Gina Kerzman 
o MS – Melissa Sturdivant 
o SD –  Steve Durgin 

o TM/TMD – Tanya Meyer- Dideriksen 
o YD – Yvette Dulle

For information regarding the registry and/or its content, contact Melissa Sturdivant, AIANEA Secretary, at melissa.sturdivant@tx.usda.gov. 

mailto:melissa.sturdivant@tx.usda.gov


AIANEA National Council Teleconference

Monday, July 6, 2015
12:00 pm Pacific, 1:00 pm Mountain, 2:00 pm Central, 3:00 pm Eastern 
This meeting will take place by teleconference. 

Call-in number: 888-844-9904 
Passcode: 5203411 

July 6, 2015
Time 

(PST) 

Duration Topic Presenter 

12:00 10 min Welcome and Introductions 
 -Review agenda and ask for new agenda items 

Steve Durgin 

12:10 10 min Review action items from previous minutes Melissa Sturdivant & Council

12:20 5 min Review/Approval of April, May & June Meeting Minutes Melissa Sturdivant & Council

12:25 5 min Treasurer’s Report Pam Crow & Bill Parrish 

12:30 10 min President’s update Steve Durgin 

12:40 10 min National AI/AN SEPM Report Deborah Clairmont

12:50 10 min Regional Representative Reports Regional Reps 

1:00 10 min National Tribal Liaison Report Barry Hamilton 

ATTACHMENT B



1:10 10 min Committee updates

- Elders Committee
 - Awards Committee
- Bylaws & Constitution Committee
 - Ad Hoc - Cookbook Committee
 - Ad Hoc - AIAN Contact Database Committee

Committee Chairs 

1:20 10 min New Business Steve Durgin 

All 

All 

1:30 10 min New agenda items

1:40 10 min Review of Action Items from current meeting

1:50 10 min Closing thoughts and comments All 

2:00 Adjourn 

Additional items: 




